
 In her introduction to the article 

“Answering the Call,” subtitled 

“African Americans Needed on the 

Mission field,” in the World Christian 

Magazine (Volume 14, Number 4, De-

cember 2001), Carla D. Bastos, an Af-

rican American serving in Angola 

wrote, “Africa cries out for help in its 

struggle against the ravages of spiritual 

darkness, war, corruption, the AIDS 

epidemic, drought, flooding and lack 

of health care.  

 Thankfully, help is pouring in from 

Christians and humanitarian groups 

world-wide. But those who have an-

swered the call of God to minister to 

the continent through evangelism and 

mercy ministry are often overwhelmed 

with the work, finding it difficult to 

keep up with increasing challenges and 

demands. Why? Because someone is 

missing from the team, leaving those 

on the field to do more than their 

share. The missing link in both Afri-

can and world-wide missions, is the 

African-American Christian.” 

 In as much as I agree with her on 

the fact that Africa still faces many 

challenges, the article takes a view 

which I do not agree with on the issue 

of Christianity in Africa. 

 Firstly, the view that Africa is still 

a mission field eliminates the African 

church itself as part of the missing link 

in the global Mission enterprise. Sec-

ondly, the article paints a gloomy pic-

ture of the spiritual climate of Africa. 

This purports the view that Africa is 

still very much unevangelised and rav-

aged by spiritual darkness. 

 Such views  give a misleading pic-
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ture about the church in Africa. It is 

this distorted view of the African 

church that causes Africans to think 

that they are still unable and too im-

mature to participate in global mis-

sions. 

 How old is the African Church? 

Is Africa still a mission field? Is the 

church too immature to do missions? 

A lot can be debated on this topic. 

First and foremost I would like to 

state that it is a false assumption that 

the church in Africa is small and im-

mature. The view that it lacks roots 

and a history of experience and 

growth to reflect upon is untrue.  

 The Coptic church in Egypt dates 

back to the early church fathers; the 

city of Alexandria in North Africa 

boasted of a prestigious seminary 

where scholars of the stature of Ori-

gen taught and wrote. In North Af-

rica  Tertullian (c.160-c.225) wrote 

that ‘the blood of Christians is 

seed,’ often misquoted as „the blood 

of martyrs is the seed of the 

church.‟‟ 

 Christianity was established in 

Ethiopia during the third century. By 

the sixth century, the church had 

spread through Europe, North Af-

rica, Persia, China and India. This 

church in many instances was weak 

or diminished  by the influence of 

Islam, but in many places a flicker of 

life remained. Thus, the church in 

Africa existed for hundreds of years 

before the Pilgrims landed in the 

New World, and is, in reality, his-

torically much older. 

 Though the present Church lacks 

knowledge and experience in mis-

sions. Studies show that only to-

wards the end of the 20th Century did 

the church in Africa really begin to 

be seriously exposed to cross-

cultural missions. There hasn't been 

a significant cross cultural mission 

effort numerically among African 

Evangelical churches, but perhaps 

there have been numerous out-

standing individual missionaries. 

 Those familiar with the African 

church know that Africans are in-

credibly under-represented in cross-

cultural Christian missions. While 

we thank God for the outstanding 

individual Evangelical missionaries 

who have represented Africans, the 

numerical depth has never been great 

and much still needs to be done. 

 

The Hindrances 

 In my interaction with pastors 

during mission workshops, seminars, 

Mission/evangelism conferences, in 

Bible and Mission Schools, the fol-

lowing has been identified as some 

of the main hindrances to the Church 

in Africa participating in world 

evangelism:  

•  No or little awareness on the  

 subject; 

•   Financial problems;  

•  Church Constitutions and  

  traditions;  

•  Missions is for White people;  

•  Inferiority complex;  

•  No vision for missions;  

• Lack of mission structures in the      

 church;  

• Lack of teaching on missions in the 

 churches;  

• Missionaries never taught missions 

 to the churches;  

• Wrong priorities in the church pro

 grams;  

• Selfishness on the part of Pastor;  

• Resistance to change, etc. 

 The Black Evangelical Leaders 

Consultation on Missions held on 14

-16 July, 1999 in Johannesburg, 

South Africa, identified almost the 

same obstacles: inferiority complex, 

dependency syndrome, black under-

development, weak missiology, 

identity crisis, fragmentation, etc. 
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Martyred for their faith. 


